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Crop Reports 
 
The Crop Enterprise Analysis tables show the average physical production, gross return, direct 
costs, overhead costs, and net returns per acre.  There are potentially three tables for each crop 
depending on the farmer’s tenure on the land:  owned land, cash rented land, and share rented 
land.  It is possible for an individual farm to have data in all three tables if all three land tenure 
categories are represented in that farm business. 
 
Gross Return Per Acre includes the value of the crop produced plus any other income directly 
associated with production of the crop, including crop insurance proceeds and any disaster 
payments that might have been received.  It does not include direct and counter-cyclical 
government payments (see Net Return With Government Payments). 
 
The Value Per Unit is assigned by the producer.  For cash crops, the value is based on the actual 
price for crops sold or an average sale price during the harvest season.  It also includes the per 
unit value of any LDP payments received before the end of the year.  An average value price is 
used for forages and other feed crops. 
 
Net Return Per Acre is the amount contributed toward operator labor, management, and equity 
capital.  Any wages and benefits paid to the operator are removed from labor costs (and added to 
Labor and Management Charge) so that all farms are on equal footing.  Land costs include 
land rent on the rented land pages but only actual interest paid and real estate taxes on 
owned land.  For this reason, net returns from owned and rented land should not be 
compared. 
 
Net Return Over Labor and Management is the return remaining after compensating the operator 
for unpaid labor and management.  This is the per acre return to equity capital before 
government payments. 
 
Net Return With Government Payments is the return to equity capital after government payments 
have been added.  These payments are generally allocated evenly per acre across all crops except 
vegetables and pasture. 
 
Cost of Production shows the average cost per unit produced in each cost category.  Total Direct 
and Overhead Expense per Unit is the breakeven price needed to cover cash costs and 
depreciation.  With Labor and Management is the breakeven price to provide a labor and 
management return for the operator.  Total Expense Less Government and Other Income is the 
final breakeven price if government payments and any miscellaneous income are used to offset 
some of the expenses. 
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